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Guide to Rabies Postexposure Prophylaxis (PEP) 
Domestic Animals* 

 

*  Domestic animals are defined as a population of animals that have had their behavior altered as a result of being under human 
control for many generations and live in close proximity with people (i.e., domesticated).  

 Domestic species include pets [e.g., dogs, cats (including feral/free-roaming cats), ferrets, and caged rabbits and rodents] and 
livestock (e.g., horses, cattle sheep, goats and pigs). 

WAS THERE AN EXPOSURE? 
 

An exposure is a bite (any penetration of the skin by teeth) OR saliva or brain/spinal cord tissue introduced into an open wound, 
abrasion, or scratch in the skin (those that have bled in the past 24 hours), or into mucous membranes (eyes), from a known  
or suspect rabid animal.  Note: Only mammals carry rabies. 

 
All rabies exposures must be REPORTED to the local health department where the patient resides. 

 
Note:  Text boxes below bold dashed lines are primarily Local Health Department responsibilities. 

PEP not 
indicated

NO Was an exotic pet involved? 
• Primates 
• Exotic mammals 
• Domestic-wild hybrids 

Contact 
LHD for 

guidance 

Is animal 
available?

YES

Yes

No

Was animal showing 
clinical signs of rabies?** 

Report to LHD
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

1. If animal had clinical signs 
of rabies,** recommend 
starting PEP immediately. 

2. If animal is found within 5 
days, it will be put under 
confinement for 10 days 
from date of bite. 

3. If animal is not found 
within 5 days, recommend 
PEP in bite wound cases. 

4. If animal is located after 
PEP is started and is free 
of rabies clinical signs, 
discontinue PEP. 

No 

Yes

Refer to LHD for confinement 
for 10 days from date of bite 

Animal does not 
develop clinical 
signs of rabies 

Have animal evaluated by a veterinarian. 
If livestock, notify NJ Dept. of Agriculture: 

609-292-3965 

LHD releases animal  
from confinement, 

notifies bite victim and 
treating physician 

PEP not 
indicated 

Vet refers to LHD 
for animal testing 

Animal test results: 

Negative Positive or specimen 
was unsatisfactory  

for testing 

Initiate or 
continue PEP & 
report to LHD 

Animal develops 
possible clinical 
signs of rabies 

Clinical signs of 
rabies confirmed

No clinical signs 
of rabies 

Refer to 
LHD

Consider immediate PEP if
there are multiple or deep 
bites, and/or testing may be 
delayed more than 48 hours 

**  Clinical signs of rabies include bizarre and/or aggressive behavior such as a nocturnal animal (e.g., a raccoon) active during the day or 
viciousness, as well as neurologic impairment such as difficulty swallowing, vocalization, stumbling or appearing “intoxicated,” or paralysis. 
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